
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
December 8, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Smith; Brewer excused
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Richardson, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  
Councilmember Warren added appointment to the Planning Commission under New Business.


City Attorney Richardson added an Executive Session to discuss potential litigation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2008 Budget Workshop and Special Meeting, November 24, 2008 Regular Meeting and the December 2, 2008 Budget Workshop.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

Cliff Wasem, 655 Riverview, commented that the city should not tie up Main Street commercial property for city offices. He said there are other buildings available that would be less costly. Wasem said that Clarkston Free Parking sold a 50 foot lot to Mr. Broemmeling with the understanding that it would remain available for public parking. Wasem added that the city shouldn’t throw good money after bad on the aquatic center and the city shouldn’t be giving pay increases to the employees. Instead, the city should reduce fees and taxes to the citizens.
Jill Eckberg, 1126 5th Street, commented that she has observed a lot of community contributions from individual council members and appreciated that. She said the aquatic center suffers from a lack of maintenance. 
Wes Clizer, 2157 Appleside, thanked the council for helping the aquatic center. 
B.  From the Mayor
Mayor Engle passed on thanks to the council from staff for funding the website and the update of the city code.
Mayor Engle advised council that she has directed management staff to meet with council committees to discuss salaries for non-represented employees. 

B. From Staff
City Attorney Richardson addressed council regarding the renewal of the contracts for city attorney and public defender. Both have requested a 3% increase in the contract. Richardson discussed the increased workload and the fact that neither have asked for an increase in several years. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  Ordinance No. 1446, 2009 Sewer Rates, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1446 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1446.  Motion carried. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1447, 2009 Sanitation Rates, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1447 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1447.  Motion carried.

C  Ordinance No. 1448, Amend 2008 Budget, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1448 was read by title. MOTION BY WARREN/MCLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1448. Motion carried. 

D.  Ordinance No. 1449, Amend CMC 6.04 – Animal Licensing and Control, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1449 was read by title. MOTION BY WARREN/MCLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1449.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Susan Beaurain, Asotin County Aquatic Center  
Susan Beaurain, Aquatic Center manager, thanked the council for approving $240,000 in the 2009 budget to help support the aquatic center. She said that will allow the county to keep the outdoor facility open in the summer and keep the indoor facility open 6 days per week. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1450, Repeal Ordinance #1436, Mayor & Council Salaries, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1450 was read by title. 
C. Ordinance No. 1451, 2009 Budget, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1451 was read by title. 

D. Collective Bargaining Agreement, Local 2299 - Firefighters
MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve a one-year roll-over agreement with the firefighters. All contract items will remain the same with the exception of wages, which will increase by 4% effective January 1, 2009. Councilmember Beadles commented that the city has tried to work on the overtime issues for several years and would like to see more cooperation from the employees to reduce overtime costs. Motion carried. 
E. Resolution No. 2008-12, Salaries for Non-represented Employees
Resolution No. 2008-12 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve Resolution No. 2008-12.  MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BEADLES to amend the wages to reflect a 4% increase for the police commander position.  Motion to amend carried. Motion to approve as amended carried. 
F. Bid Award, Sidewalk Ramps
PWD Martin reported that he received one bid for the sidewalk ramps, from McCall Construction. He said the amount may need to be revised due to some configuration problems with sidewalk repairs on Highland, but he would bring that forward as a change order. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to award the bid to McCall Construction for a total bid price of $20,715.25.  Motion carried. 
G. Authorize Appraisal Agreement
MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to table choosing an appraiser. Motion carried. 
H. 2009 EMS Contract, The Wesley Group
MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to authorize signature of the contract with the Wesley Group for 2009. Councilmember Baumberger asked that language from a memo from Mayor Engle written on December 20, 2007 be included in these minutes, verbatim. “This is to confirm that I understand the policy of the Council in regards to union negotiations and I commit to keep the Council informed on a timely basis for all union negotiations and have instructed the staff to help ensure that this is done.” Motion carried. 
I. Closure of City Hall on December 26
Councilmember Warren reported that staff has asked to close City Hall on December 26. It is a Friday after Christmas and typically not a busy day. Staff will take vacation time for the day. MOTION BY WARREN/LOMEN to authorize closing City Hall on December 26. Motion carried. 
J. Planning Commission Appointment
Councilmember Warren reported that the Admin Committee received two applications for the vacant position on the Planning Commission. MOTION BY WARREN/LOMEN to appoint George Nash to the Planning Commission. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/MCLAUGHLIN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for December 8, 2008 of $336,972.99. Motion carried. 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
Committee asked the city attorney to attend a meeting to discuss off site sales. They will meet on December 23 at 10:00 a.m.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. to discuss potential litigation.  Anticipated length of session is less than 30 minutes and no action is anticipated as a result of the session. 

Council returned to open session at 8:03 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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