



CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
December 22, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Smith; Brewer absent
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Grow, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2008 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

Brandon Macz, Lewiston Tribune, asked what the council’s plans are for the purchase of the Broemmeling building. Mayor Engle explained that the City’s last counter offer was rejected by Mr. Broemmeling and the council has not taken any action on Broemmeling’s most recent counter offer. 

Mark Huett, 10038 Snake River Road, Asotin, presented another option for council to consider for a city hall. Huett recently purchased the Lee Morris building and had earlier distributed a packet to council regarding remodeling it for use as a city hall. The building has 6,500 sq. ft. on the main floor with 2.500 sq. ft. in the basement for storage. There is also a second floor that could be included or made into additional office space. He said there is an 8,000 sq. ft. parking lot behind the building and it adjoins a Clarkston Free Parking lot, so there is plenty of parking. He is willing to remodel to suit and then either lease or sell the building. Councilmember McLaughlin asked what the cost would be. Huett said that depends on how much space, the extent of the remodel, whether the city would be interested in leasing or purchasing. If council is interested, he could work up some figures. 
B.  From the Mayor
Mayor Engle commented that the street crew is doing a great job of snow removal. She issued a reminder that it is the property owner’s responsibility to clear their own sidewalks. 
Mayor Engle said she would like to see a capital facilities plan developed and adopted prior to making any decisions on new facilities. She also feels that there should be community input before making a decision.
B. From Staff
Chief Cooper reported that there was a structure fire earlier in the day at 806 2nd Street. The home was heavily damaged. Mutual aid was received from City of Lewiston and Asotin County Fire District.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  Ordinance No. 1450, Repeal Ordinance No. 1450, Mayor & Council Salaries
Ordinance No. 1450 was read by title. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1450.  Councilmember Beadles said he would be voting against adopting because he thought it was too nit-picky. Motion carried, 5-1, Beadles opposed. 
B.  Ordinance No. 1451, 2009 Budget
Ordinance No. 1451 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1451. Councilmember Beadles reminded the department heads to be cautious with spending in light of the current economic situation. He also reminded them that they will need council authorization before proceeding with any large purchases.  Motion carried, 4-2, Baumberger & Smith opposed. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. 2009 Contract, City Attorney  
City Attorney Grow commented that his contract has not increased in four years, but the work load has. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to approve the 2009 City Attorney contract with Jim Grow. Motion carried. 
B.  2009 Contract, Public Defender
MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to approve the 2009 Public Defender contract with Neil Cox. Motion carried. 
C. 2009 Contract, Conflict Public Defender
MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to approve the 2009 Conflict Public Defender contract with Jane Richards. Motion carried.
D. Interlocal Agreement with Asotin County, Aquatic Center Funding
MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Asotin County for aquatic center funding. Motion carried, 5-1, Baumberger opposed. 
E. Fee for Service Contract, Clearwater Paper
MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to approve the contract with Clearwater Paper for firefighting services. The city will be reimbursed costs for any response to Clearwater Paper.  Motion carried. 
F. Appointment to Public Safety Committee
MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to reappoint Dick Jones to Public Safety Committee for 2009. Motion carried. 
G. Resolution No. 2008-13, Position Allocation List
MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve Resolution No. 2008-13, the 2009 Position Allocation list.  Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/MCLAUGHLIN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for December 22, 2008 of $167,809.16. Motion carried. 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
Councilmember Warren said the committee will be meeting with Todd Richardson to work on the off-site business issue. 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:

Councilmember Warren reported that the lawsuit on the Tyler Shaw case has been settled and all city police officers have been dismissed from the lawsuit.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember McLaughlin asked for clarification on a letter from the city attorney. Since it is marked “privileged” it will be addressed in executive session.
Councilmember Smith said he made the motion for an appraisal on the Broemmeling building because he had received a lot of pressure from the public. He said he would not stand in the way if council wants to take some action on the purchase of the building. 

Councilmember Beadles commented that he appreciates working with council and staff and feels the city has had a good year. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the attorney communication. Anticipated length of session is less than 15 minutes and no action is anticipated as a result of the session. 

Council returned to open session at 7:36 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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