
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
July 12, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Smith, Nash, Lawrence, Lomen, McLaughlin; Beadles excused
Staff Present:  City Attorney Richardson, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Kesler, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES:  Mayor Engle changed the order of Communications so Mayor’s Comments come first and Public Comments second. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY NASH/LOMEN to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2010 special meeting and the June 28, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle reported that a meeting has been scheduled to discuss ambulance service. Mayor Engle appointed Councilmember Lawrence to represent the city, although she said that any councilmembers are welcome to attend. 

Mayor Engle said there was a fire in the County today and our fire department responded to render mutual aid. Even though we have no mutual aid agreement in place, she and Chief Cooper believed it was the right thing to do to respond with assistance. She commended the department for their participation. 
Mayor Engle reported that a power outage earlier in the day took out the server for city hall, so we currently have no computer capabilities. There is also a problem with the phone system, so no the telephones are not working, with the exception of “911”.

Mayor Engle presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Gerri Kesler for her work organizing the City’s Relay for Life team. 

Mayor Engle said that the city is addressing a nuisance concern at 724 12th Street that we have received complaints about. 

B.  From the Public
Dan Cease, 1122 6th Street, commented that Community Development Committee has had some discussion on the city’s Comprehensive Plan. A presentation by RGU indicates that there is grant money available to work with WWCC and could be used to help update the City’s Comp Plan. He said that there are deficiencies in the plan that should be addressed. He said the Comp Plan should be a vision of what the city would look like in 20 years and should have goals and an action plan. Cease said a Master Plan should go into detail and identify projects, costs, and timelines. Cease said the Comp Plan should be reviewed and updated yearly as it is a requirement for obtaining many kinds of grants. He said it is in need of being updated in many areas. Mayor Engle suggested that review should begin with the Planning Commission. Cease said the plan could be revised at no cost to the city. Cease said he would recommend that we have the Comp Plan revised to support A WWCC vocational center. 
Ernie Aguillar with the US Census reported on the status of the census. He thanks the city for our assistance with the census. He reported that there was about 76% mail in response. The follow-up has been completed. He said if people have not been counted they can call 509-570-1220 to be included. They would have to call by the end of July. He said the national average for mail in was 72%.

C.  From Staff
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. 5th & Bridge Project Acceptance

PWD Martin asked council to give formal acceptance of the project.  MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to accept the 5th & Bridge Street Project.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Intergovernmental Agreement with PUD for Sewer Services
MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to authorize signature of the intergovernmental agreement with the PUD.  Motion carried.

B. Addendum to Agreement for Waste Water Treatment Services with PUD 
MOTION BY NASH/McLAUGHLIN to authorize signature to the agreement. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Nash reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for July 12, 2010 of $351,738.77. Motion carried. 

PWD Martin said the city hall project is nearing completion. A change order has been requested to install baseboard heat in the back stairwell because there are water lines in that wall and the area is not heated. Cost is approximately $400.  There is also a proposed change order to install cork boards in the council chamber and entry hall for display. They would be used to pin maps or training materials to the walls. Cost would be $2,700. Martin said that landscaping is also an issue.  Don Brigham has done a design concept at no charge. It would incorporate a plaza look. The amount allowed in the building plan is $2,000. The landscaping as proposed would cost about $13,000. Martin suggested the council approve a budget and the landscaping can be adjusted to fit. Mayor Engle said we need to be sure we have a low maintenance landscape and some of the plants in this plan require a lot of pruning. MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to authorize up to $10,000 for landscaping. Motion carried. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

Councilmember McLaughlin said that Dan Cease made some good points regarding the Comp Plan. She said the committee needs direction from the council. Committee will continue to research the possibilities. McLaughlin said there may be some cost involved and the committee will bring a proposal back to council. Lawrence suggested that we might get some assistance from one of the colleges to develop a plan. Mayor Engle cautioned the council to be cognizant of staff time and the budget. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember McLaughlin said she and Councilmember Lawrence are working on a design for the south entrance. 


Councilmember Smith thanked everyone for their support during his recent surgery.


Councilmember Nash thinks a display of city historical items in the lobby of the new city hall would be a good idea.

Councilmember Warren commented that she has been working on the ambulance issue for two years and would like to be appointed as a representative to the committee also. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:


Stephanie Smith, KLEW TV, asked if the phone outage is affecting police and fire. Chief Hastings said that 911 works, but the regular lines are out. 

Kevin Gaboury, Tribune, asked if 724 12th Street has received a warning letter and does it involve Beverly Tucker. City Attorney Richardson said a letter is going to the property owner. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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