
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING 
November 19, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger; Brewer excused
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, City Attorney Richardson
INFORMATIONAL – PROPOSED PROPERTY PURCHASE

Mayor Engle introduced the topic, a proposed purchase of a building for a new city hall. There was a brief PowerPoint presentation of the site at 825 – 831 6th Street, including the layout of the current floor plan of the building, a possible floor plan for city hall and the existing city hall. 

he opened the floor for comments or questions. 

Brian Temple, 1337 7th St., said it seems like a logical choice since it is close to the other city facilities. He asked if this building would be used or abandoned. It was explained that probably the police and fire departments would make use of this space. 
Doug Renggli agreed that the current city hall is inadequate, but worried that in this current economy if this was the right time to purchase a new building. He asked if there is a better, more cost effective option. He was concerned about depleting reserve funds. 
Councilmember Baumberger responding that the building would be paid for with existing reserves, the city would not be committing any new revenues. He said it is not a “done deal” at this time. He explained that remodel and moving costs are not included in the quoted price. 

Jeannie Lange, 1346 7th St., asked if other options have been explored. Baumberger said the city has received calls about other possible buildings, but the city is focusing in one direction right now. 

Nick Bacon, 1246 12th St., said a larger meeting room is needed. He doesn’t see it in the proposed plan. Baumberger said the floor plan they see is only one option. The proposed building is 5,000 square feet compared to 2,400 in this one, so a council room could easily be added to the plan. 

Doreen Bridgemount commented that parking does not seem adequate at the new location. 


John Price asked why a bigger council room is needed. Baumberger replied that it could be left smaller and meetings where a large crowd is anticipated could be moved to the high school or college.  Price asked why there is no public knowledge of any other options. Baumberger said some property owners don’t want to be in the public eye. Councilmember Lomen commented that the cost of the proposed building is about $140 per square foot and new construction would be $185 plus the cost of land. Price said there would still be remodeling costs and he doesn’t believe the building is big enough to meet the needs. Baumberger said moving city hall would allow the police department room to expand and they should remain near the jail.


Wendy Price, 521 6th St., said that four potential businesses would be lost. She doesn’t want to see businesses leave the downtown area. There are some older buildings available that could be remodeled and would make a beautiful city hall.

Councilmember Warren said remodel costs for older buildings can be more expensive. 
LaRae Merrill asked if the city is looking forward enough to have room to grow.  
Councilmember Smith said he likes the location because it is close to other city facilities. Councilmember Beadles said most of the older buildings are two-story and would require an elevator and possibly sprinkler systems. 
LaRae Merrill asked if council has considered moving the fire station. Baumberger said the fire station is tied to the EMS levies and it would not be totally the city’s decision to move it.

Jeannie Lange asked why the council is not able to discuss other options. Baumberger said he could not discuss the ones he has received calls on at this time. She asked if other options will be brought before the public. Baumberger said it will be on the agenda if that is to happen. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. Council took a ten minute beak before returning to the budget workshop. 
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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